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Growing Flowering Crabapples
Flowering crabapples are deciduous

(leaf-shedding) trees or shrubs.
Their flowers range from white to

brilliant pink and purple.
Fruits, which are pea size to 2 inches

in diameter, are green, yellow, or red.
Fruits on some varieties drop in the
fall; fruits on others cling through
winter.

Some flowering crabapples are suit-
ed to one-stoiy houses and small yards
as well as to large estates, parks, and
highway plantings.

Since flowering crabapples require
about 50 cumulative days of under
45° F. to break their dormancy, many
of them do not grow well in areas
where winters are mild.

Flowering crabapples grow well in
most kinds of soil and often do well on
very poor soil. They need good soil
drainage, however, and watering dur-
ing periods of drought.

You can grow flowering crabapples
successfully if you—

• Buy nursery-grown trees.
• Plant them in late winter or

early spring.
• Prepare planting holes carefully:

be sure the planting site is well drained.
• Maintain a mulch around the

trees or shrubs.
• Water them during dry periods.

VARIETIES

You can ask a reputable nurseryman
in your area to recommend species or
varieties; the plants he has for sale gen-
erally arc adapted to your area. You
also can ask neighbors which kinds
have done well for them. Or you can

ask your county agricultural agent or
your State agricultural college to rec-
ommend varieties suitable to your area.

Some of the more commonly grown
varieties of crabapples are described in
this section. Crabapple flowers are
single, semidouble. or double. Single
flowers have five petals. Semidouble
flowers have six to 1 1 petals. Double
flowers have 12 or more petals.

Aldenham

Aldenham (Mains x purpurea
'Aldenhamensis') is a spreading shrub
or small tree that grows 10 to 15 feet
tall .

Its flowers are single and semidouble,
red to purplish red, and 1 to I1/? inches
across. They bloom annually, except in
extreme southern areas.

Its leaves first arc reddish or pur-
plish bronze; they turn green.

Fruits are purple to brownish pur-
ple, and about % inch across.

Arnold

Arnold (Mains x arnoldiana) is an
upright, spreading shrub or small tree
that grows 10 to 15 feet tall.

Its flowers are single, pinkish white
to white, and about 2 inches across.
They blossom heavier in alternate
years.

Fruits arc yellow with a reddish tint,
and up to y* inch across.

Bechtel

Bechtel (Mains iocnsis 'Plena') is
an upright, spreading tree that grows
10 to 15 feet tall.



Its flowers are double, pink or pink
rose, and about 2 inches across. They
bloom annually, except in extreme
southern areas.

Bechtel rarely produces fruits.

Carmine

Carmine (Malus x atrosanguinea) is
an upright, spreading shrub or tree
that grows 10 to 15 feet tall.

Its flowers are single, rose or rose
pink, and up to 1 inch across. They
bloom annually.

Its leaves are glossy dark green.
Fruits are usually yellow to red, and

up to */2 inch across.

Dolgo

Dolgo (Malus'Dolgo') is an upright,
spreading, and roundheaded tree that
grows 10 to 20 feet tall.

Its flowers are single, white, and
about 2 inches across. They bloom
heavier in alternate years.

Fruits are red, coneshaped, and 1 to
1 J/a inches across.

Dorothea

Dorothea (Malus 'Dorothea') is an
upright, spreading shrub or small tree.

It is 10 to 15 feet tall when fully
grown.

Its flowers are semidouble or double,
rose pink, and about 2 inches across.
They bloom annually.

Fruits are yellow to orange yellow,
and l/2 inch across.

Eleyi

Eleyi (Malus x pupurca 'Eleyi')
is an upright, spreading, and round-
headed tree that grows 10 to 20 feet
tall.

Its flowers are single, red to pur-
plish red. and about 1J/2 inches across.
They bloom heavier in alternate years.

Fruits are red to purple, and J/z to
1 inch across. Leaves turn from red-
dish or purplish bronze to green.

Japanese (Flowering)

Japanese (Malus floribunda) is an
upright, spreading shrub or tree that
grows 10 to 15 feet tall.

Its flowers are single, red to pinkish
white, and 1 to I/a inches across.
Blooming is good in southern areas.

Fruits are yellow, brownish or red-
dish, and about J4 inch across.
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Japanese (flowering) crabapple

Katherine Midget

Katherine (Mains 'Katherine') is
an upright, spreading shrub that grows
10 to 15 feet tall.

Its flowers are semidouble or double,
pink to pinkish white, and about 2
inches across. They bloom heavier in
alternate years.

Fruits are greenish yellow, and up to
5/2 inch across.

Lemoinei

Lemoinei (Mains x purpurea 'Lem-
oinei') is an upright, spreading shrub
or small tree that grows 10 to 15 feet
tall.

Its flowers are single and semi-
double, red or purplish red, and about
1J/2 inches across. They bloom an-
nually, except in the lower South.

Fruits are dark red, and J/2 to
1 inch across. Reddish or purple-
bronze leaves turn green.

Midget (Mains x micromalus) is an
upright, spreading shrub, or small tree
that grows 10 to 15 feet tall.

Its flowers are single, pink, and 1J/2
to 2 inches across. They bloom heavier
in alternate years; and poorly in lower
southern areas.

Fruits are yellow, and '/2 to 1 inch
across.

Parkman

Parkman (M. halliana var. Park-
manii] is a slow-growing shrub or
small tree that grows 6 to 7 feet tall.

Its flowers are double, pink to rose
pink, and about 1 inch across. They
bloom annually.

Fruits are reddish brown, and less
than J/2 inch across.

Pink Weeper

Pink Weeper (Mains 'Oekonomie-
rat Echtermeyer') is a weeping shrub


